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agora of the impeachment, as they were called, appeared in
full dress, even Fox, the negligent," paying the illustrious
tribunal the compliment of wearing a bag and sword,"

Amidst these public prosecntors the two kindred forms of
Burke and Sheridan, both with a certain bluntness of feat-
tiro which indicated their race, the latter at least, with
those brilliant eyes which are so often the mark of genius,

were the principal figures.

Thin wonderful scene lasted for months; and it may be
supposed what an exciting entertainment was thus provided
for society, ever anxious for a mew sensation. Burke
apoke for four days, and with great effect. But it was
when it came to the turn of Sheridan to repeat his won-
derful effort, and once more plead the cause of the robbed
and insulted princesses, that public excitement rose to its
height "The curiosity of the public to hear him was un-
bounded. His sparkling and highly finished declamation
lasted two days; but the hall was crowded to suffocation
the whole time. It was said that fifty guineas had been
paid for a single ticket," His speech, as a matter of fact,
#x tended over four days, and the trial, which had begun in
February, had lastcxl out till June, dragging its slow length
along, whon it came to this climax. Many of his col-
leagues considered this speech greatly inferior to the first
outburst of eloquence on the same subject with which
ho had electrified the House of Commons. "Sheridan's
apooch on the Bogums in the House admirable; in West-
minster Hall contemptible," Lord Oranvillo said, and such
was also the opinion of Fox. But a greater than either
was of a different opinion. In the sitting of the House
hold on the 6th of Juno, after an exciting morning spent
in Westminster Hall, a certain Mr, Burgess, the same per-
tiwusiouB pcwm who had risen to speak in favour of Hast-
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